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Current Status:  In addition to in-person worship for 

both the 8:00 am Rite I mass, and the 10:15 am Rite II mass 

on Sundays, we are now live-streaming a morning prayer 

service (Wednesdays @ 9:00 am,) and an evening prayer 

service (Thursdays @ 7:00 pm).  You may see the replays 

of live-streamed services on our YouTube Channel.  Go to 

www.youtube.com and enter a search for St. Anne’s 

Episcopal Church, Crystal River.  When you see His hands, 

you are in the right spot.  Choose the subscribe button 

and you will receive notices of scheduled live-streamed 

services. 

 

End of Calendar Year Activities 

In addition to the holiday services and gatherings (albeit limited this year), we are 

preparing for the Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for January 17, 2021. As ministry reports 

and other important data is being gathered for inclusion to the Journal for the Annual 

Meeting, we also have several other items for us all to consider: 

1) Vestry vacancies.  Each calendar year, we will need to fill four (4) vestry vacancies.  

Eligibility to serve on the vestry is for parishioners who are 18+ years of age.   

This will be a superb opportunity to serve St. Anne’s as we work to revitalize through 

established and new programs, while maintaining our beautifully traditional 

Anglican Episcopal church practices.  Contact the church administrator with your 

interest in serving, or making nominations for others to serve.  We are preparing the 

ballot for voting at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

2) Delegates to the Diocesan Convention.  This year on Sat., Feb. 6th, it will be a virtual 

convention, with online voting.  Many important things to consider for the Diocese, 

so the three delegates and three alternates will have a solid responsibility in 

ensuring that St. Anne’s has a voice! 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/
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The Gospel of Social Distancing 
 

We are about to celebrate the Incarnation of Christ: that is a fancy way of 

saying that at Christmas, we remember how it was that “in the fullness of 

time,” “God so loved the world...” that he came among us, to be with us 

as one of us.   His birth in Bethlehem so long ago marked something new 

and wonderful in God’s relationship with his people:  instead of sending us 

some words through yet another prophet, “the Word became flesh and 

dwelled among us full of grace and truth.”   Emmanuel:  God with us!   With 

us as one of us; touching us, and holding us, and sharing meals with us, and 

healing us.  His physical touch as he took children into his arms and blessed 

them, and gave sight to the blind, and placed his hands on those who 

came to him for healing.   Yes, in Jesus, God has shown us once again the 

power of his love, the blessing of his touch, the joy of being in his presence.   

And yet, this physical presence came to an abrupt end following his 

resurrection and ascension.  But rather than this celestial distancing 

becoming a lasting source of sorrow for his disciples, it became an eternal 

source of joy.  St Luke shares the joy with these words from his Gospel:  

“…Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he blessed 

them.  While he blessed the, he parted from them, and was carried up into 

heaven.  And they returned to Jerusalem with great joy and were 

continually in the temple blessing God.”  (Luke 24: 50-53)    And in the 

Gospel according to Matthew, these additional words are spoken by Jesus:  

“...I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

 

OK, we do miss the physical contact during our sharing of the peace.  Yes, 

I know, it would be great to see our church buildings packed with standing 

room only at Christmas Eve liturgies.  But our faith is about so much more 

than buildings and folding chairs in the aisles.  What ultimately binds us to 

one another is that which also binds us to God in Christ: we are the baptized 

people of God; we have received the gift of the Holy Spirit; there is but one 

Bread, one Body, one Altar and that is our Lord Jesus Christ himself, whose 

promise to be with us transcends time and physical space.  Yes, without 

seeing him, we believe; without touching him, we have been touched; we 

stand in awe of his presence with St Thomas and we listen to his Easter 

words of healing and hope:  “Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet believe.” 

 

Which for me, holds out the possibility that with every challenge or setback, 

God always sends a blessing, as well.   Perhaps the blessing for us this 

Christmas and beyond is that even during this time of pandemic; we are 

reminded that “there is nothing in all creation that can separate us from 

the love of God which is ours in Christ Jesus.”  (Romans 8: 38-49)   Perhaps 

we can learn from Christ himself who though no longer physically present 

among us still remains the one who feeds us, loves us, heals and forgives us, 

and calls us even when physically separated from one another, to do 

nothing less: 

 

 

“Where I am going, you cannot come; A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another; even as I have loved you, that you also  

 

In the Gospel 

according to 

Matthew: 

“I am with 

you always, 

to the 

close of 

the age.” 
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love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.”  (John 14: 33b-35) 

 

Indeed, we may not all be able to gather together and open our gifts 

under the same Christmas tree this year, but perhaps we too can learn 

what it means to extend our smiles and words of love to others even from 

behind a mask that helps to keep us all safe.   Perhaps we too can learn 

what it means to love from a distance while at the same time loving one 

another even more because of our refusal to send an illness instead of a 

blessing.  Yes, perhaps this Christmas, we can share the greatest gift of all 

and touch the lives of one another in the ways that matter most, even as 

St Paul reminds us and shows us “a more excellent way....”   

 

“If I speak in the tongues of angels and mortals but have not love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging symbol...Love is patient and kind; love is not 

jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong but rejoices in 

the right.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things.  Love never ends:...for now, we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face,,,,So, faith, hope and love abide, these three;  but the greatest 

of these is love.”   

(see 1 Corinthians 12: 31,  13: 1-13)  

 

Surely, before we know it, we, too, will see one another “face to face.”  

Until that day arrives, I wish you a very Merry Christmas, filled with the gifts 

that last, even to the ends of the earth. 

 

With my prayers and sincere best wishes, 

 

Fr Bob 
 

Father Bob Wagenseil   (your Sunday and Christmas Supply Priest) 

 

 

December Services 

Sundays, Mass Rite I  8:00 a.m. 

Sundays, Mass Rite II  10:15 a.m. 

Wednesdays, Morning Prayer 9:00 a.m. 

Thursdays, Evening Prayer 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 13 @ 4:00 p.m.  Lessons and Carols 

Thursday, Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Mass. 

Friday, Dec. 25  Christmas Day Mass. 
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Joyful Noise 

Living Jesus, By Serving Others 

 

Shout-out’s this month go to: 

 

Fr. Bob for his marvelous service as our supply 

priest, now through the beginning of Jan. 

Tom Thomas, Sr. Warden, Edwina Jr. Warden, 

and your vestry for their faithful stewardship. 

Don for his amazing talents at the organ, piano 

and guitar, and for carefully selecting our 

hymns each week. 

Jeanne for her solo choir work, and for working 

with Evelyn to make and fill the ditty bags that 

we pass out to recipients of the Food Pantry. 

To Charo and Edwina for assisting Linda with 

distribution of canned and packaged foods 

from the Food Pantry each week.  

To Charlene & her team for collecting and 

delivering 70 Christmas Shoeboxes for the kids 

so far away, yet near in our hearts. 

 

Watch for more, each month, in this new section. 

December Birthdays   
 

3    Patricia Howard 

5    Richard Dock 

5    Terry LaGree 

10  Mary Kalbaugh 

14  Donald Winner 

20  Charlene Scott 

21  Harold Walker 

25  Pam McFarland 

27  Jay Gould 

29  Richard Bunker 

30  Lou Luciano 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Connect with St. Anne’s 

 
Online Worship:  
https://www.stanneschurchcr.org/online-
worship 

 

 

Live-streaming services: 
Subscribe to our YouTube 
Channel 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/U
CBnBWSFNjJWygHC5Mv8nIzQ 
 

Like and Follow us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stanneschurchcr  
 

 

Email for St. Anne’s office:  
stannescommunications@gmail.com 

 

   

December Anniversaries 
 

 

3 December 

John & Bobbe Hartong 

 

          Did we miss anyone? 
 

         Contact the Communications Director  

   with comments, corrections, and questions at:  

stannescommunications@gmail.com or (352) 795-2176 

 

 

Submit items for consideration  

for the Fisherman to the 

 Communications Director at: 

stannescommunications@gmail.com 
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